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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.



Readings From Holy Scripture:

Isaiah 55:10-13
“Rain and snow fall from the sky. But they don’t return without watering the earth that
produces seeds to plant and grain to eat. That’s how it is with my words. They don’t return to
me without doing everything | send them to do.” When you are set free, you will celebrate and
travel home in peace. Mountains and hills will sing as you pass by, and trees will clap. Cypress
and myrtle trees will grow in fields once covered by thorns. And then those trees will stand as a
lasting witness to the glory of the LORD.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading Romans 8:12-17
My dear friends, we must not live to satisfy our desires. If you do, you will die. But you will live, if by
the help of God’s Spirit you say “No” to your desires. Only those people who are led by God’s Spirit are
his children. God’s Spirit doesn’t make us slaves who are afraid of him. Instead, we become his children
and call him our Father. God’s Spirit makes us sure that we are his children. His Spirit lets us know that
together with Christ we will be given what God has promised. We will also share in the glory of Christ,
because we have suffered with him.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

That same day Jesus left the house and went out beside the Sea of Galilee, where he sat down to teach. Such
large crowds gathered around him that he had to sit in a boat, while the people stood on the shore. Then he
taught them many things by using stories. He said: A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field. While the
farmer was scattering the seed, some of it fell along the road and was eaten by birds. Other seeds fell on thin,
rocky ground and quickly started growing because the soil wasn’t very deep. But when the sun came up, the
plants were scorched and dried up, because they did not have enough roots. Some other seeds fell where
thornbushes grew up and choked the plants. But a few seeds did fall on good ground where the plants
produced a hundred or sixty or thirty times as much as was scattered. If you have ears, pay attention!...Now
listen to the meaning of the story about the farmer: The seeds that fell along the road are the people who
hear the message about the kingdom, but don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches the
message from their hearts. The seeds that fell on rocky ground are the people who gladly hear the message
and accept it right away. But they don’t have deep roots, and they don’t last very long. As soon as life gets
hard or the message gets them in trouble, they give up. The seeds that fell among the thornbushes are also
people who hear the message. But they start worrying about the needs of this life and are fooled by the desire
to get rich. So the message gets choked out, and they never produce anything. The seeds that fell on good
ground are the people who hear and understand the message. They produce as much as a hundred or sixty or
thirty times what was planted.

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon

Hymn: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Prayers

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

—

Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

L The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn: Come Thou Almighty King
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