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Friends, 

He is Risen and Ascended! He is Risen and Ascended indeed Alleluia! 

What a strange couple of months it has been. We have seen for the first 

time in our lifetimes a global pandemic. We have spent weeks watching 

church services online instead of being gathered together, weeks not going 

into our offices or seeing our friends and family, weeks with anxiety 

building within ourselves wondering what’s next? Yet we have also spent 

weeks growing as families. Learning to share spaces that were not shared in 

the same ways before. We have had more meals at home than maybe ever 

before. We have learned to not take for granted things like church, the 

beach, restaurants, our health…  

A devotion I read recently invited the reader to reflect on why we do not 

use the phrase “Lord willing” more often. It got me thinking that I really do 

not say that as often as I should and if I am not saying it, do I think it? We as 

a culture tend to think we have it all figured out. We start out early going 

to elementary school then middle and high school and quickly are placed 

into a camp of either going to college or going into the workforce. From 

there are plans are usually set as well. Either pick a degree to go into a 

specific field or choose the work path from which you will retire from. We 

plan out our dinners, our vacations, our retirements, and even our  

 

 The death of George Floyd has 

created a hurt in our country and a 

reawakening of sorts for many people to 

the racism that still plagues us as a 

nation. I would like to offer a brief 

prayer below. Won't you pray with me...  

 Gracious God, we thank you for the human family filled with 

all the peoples of the earth. We are thankful that you have created 

such an amazing and wonderful diversity of people and cultures. We 

pray that you will enrich our lives so that we may discover your 

presence in those who differ from us. Deliver us from the bondage of 

racism that deprives people of the blessings of the diversity you 

have created; deliver us from assumptions that we make without 

thinking, and presumptions that we take without asking. Bless and 

strengthen each effort we make as individuals when we seek to 

understand ourselves and others, so that we may be allies who 

challenge bias and prejudice within ourselves and others. Bless and 

strengthen each effort we make to change the systems and structures 

of our schools and educational institutions; our politics and civic 

policies; and our economic institutions’ methods and models; so 

that the roots of racism may be recognized and purged from among us. 

Look with compassion on our nation. Break down the walls that 

separate us from one another. Cleanse us of malicious ideas and 

ideologies. Unite us in bonds of love like unto your own. Open our 

hearts to respect and uplift the dignity of every person. Open our 

eyes to see the injustices in society. Open our ears to listen and 

learn from the experiences of people from all cultures. Open our 

mouths to speak out against prejudice and injustice; through Jesus 

Christ You son our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  We are still having Bible study twice a 

week in person and online (Sundays at 

10:45 & Wednesday's at 11:15) If you 

would like to join us and do not receive 

the reminder emails please let me 

know and I will add you to the list. 

 

 

 

The mission of Our Savior Lutheran Church  

is showing people Jesus Christ through Faith, Service and Love. 

   

 Message cont’d... 
 weekend plans. If this pandemic has taught us anything it is that we 

 have less control than we think. If any of you are like me, I quickly 

 was reminded that my plans are not the end all be all, God’s plans 

 are what are important. As Betty Olsson often says, “Man plans and 

 God laughs.”  

 I encourage you to reflect on the words of Jesus, “And he told them a 

 parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he 

 thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 

 crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 

 build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 

 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

 many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! 

 This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 

 prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for 

 himself and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:16-21). 

 So what is next? Well the Lord willing we will slowly rebuild our lives 

 and habits being humbled that our sovereign God has never left us 

 nor will He. The good and gracious Lord is with us every day, every 

 step, and always has been. We can be reminded and encouraged that 

 when our plans do not seem to go as we wanted them to God is still 

 in control. I find comfort knowing that all things are under the 

 control of a good and gracious God who is by our side. 

 As we enter into the summer-- as the state and country is beginning 

 to reopen-- I pray that you all are healthy and safe. That you are 

 comforted, protected, and watched over by our good Lord. I pray 

 that if the Lord wills it, we will all feel comfort, peace, and maintain 

 health through this rebuilding process. 

 In His Grip...               Pastor Jake 

Every Tuesday at 6:00pm we will 

host via Zoom P's & Q's  

(pints and questions). If you are 

interested in gathering together 

via Zoom to talk and ask 

questions of Pastor and share a 

beverage together please email 

me at pastorjake@osl-lw.org 

 

(pastorjake@osl-lw.org) and I will 

add you to the 

 group. 
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